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Abstract 

Women’s empowerment in India is heavily hooked into many various variables that include geographical 
location (urban/rural), educational status, social station (caste and class), and age. Women’s empowerment 
policies exist at the national, state, and panchayat levels in many sectors, including health, education, economic 
opportunities, gender-based violence, and political participation. However, at the community level there are 
significant gaps between actual practice and policy advancements. 

One important feature for the gap in implementation of laws and policies to address insight, economic 
disadvantages, and violence against women at the public level is that the largely male-domination structure that 
governs the community and families in much of India. As such, women and girls have restricted mobility, 
access to education, access to health facilities, and lower decision-making power, and knowledge higher rates of 
violence. The Political participation is also delayed at the Panchayat level and at the state and national levels, 
despite existing reservations for women. 

Keywords: Women Empowerment, Health, Education and Socio-Economic Status. 

INTRODUCTION 

Women’s empowerment in India is heavily hooked into many various variables that include geographical 
location (urban/rural), educational status, social station (caste and class), and age. Women’s empowerment 
policies exist at the national, state, and panchayat levels in many sectors, including health, education, economic 
opportunities, gender-based violence, and political participation. However, at the community level there are 
significant gaps between actual practice and policy advancements. 

One important feature for the gap in implementation of laws and policies to address insight, economic 
disadvantages, and violence against women at the public level is that the largely male-domination structure that 
governs the community and families in much of India. As such, women and girls have restricted mobility, 
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Women’s empowerment in India is heavily hooked into many various variables that include 

geographical location (urban/rural), educational status, social station (caste and class), and age. 

Policies on women’s empowerment exist at the national, state, and native (Panchayat) levels in many 

sectors, including health, education, economic opportunities, gender-based violence, and political 

participation. However, there are significant gaps between policy advancements and actual practice at 

the community level. 

One key factor for the gap in implementation of laws and policies1 to address discrimination, 

economic disadvantages, and violence against women at the community level is that the largely 

patriarchal structure that governs the community and households in much of India. As such, women 

have restricted mobility, access to education, access to health facilities, and lower decision-making 

power, and knowledge higher rates of violence. Political participation is also hindered at the 

Panchayat (local governing bodies) level and at the state and national levels, despite existing 

reservations for women. 

Keywords: Women Empowerment, Health, Education and Socio-Economic Status. 

Introduction 

Women’s empowerment in India is heavily hooked into many various variables that include 

geographical location (urban/rural), educational status, social station (caste and class), and age. 

Policies on women’s empowerment exist at the national, state, and native (Panchayat) levels in many 

sectors, including health, education, economic opportunities, gender-based violence, and political 

participation. However, there are significant gaps between policy advancements and actual practice at 

the community level. 

One key factor for the gap in implementation of laws and policies1 to address discrimination, 

economic disadvantages, and violence against women at the community level is that the largely 

patriarchal structure that governs the community and households in much of India. As such, women 

and girls have restricted mobility, access to education, access to health facilities, and lower decision-

making power, and knowledge higher rates of violence. Political participation is also hindered at the 

Panchayat (local governing bodies) level and at the state and national levels, despite existing 

reservations for women. 
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WASTE MANAGEMENT AND RECYCLING - WITH SPECIAL 
FOCUS ON CHENNAI CITY

S.Vanitha Ph.D Research Scholar, PG & Research Department of Public Administration, Anna 
Adarsh College for Women, A-1, II Street, Off 9th Main Road, Anna Nagar, Chennai.

Abstract
This paper examines the current status of waste management in Chennai City and mainly focuses 
on solid waste management. The Chennai confronts the problem in management of waste every 
day. India generates sixtytwo million tonnes of waste every day.  As per the latest study, solid 
waste generation is expected to reach 165 million tonnes of Municipal Solid Wastes” (MSW) by 
2030. Different studies have shown that the inappropriate disposal of municipal solid wastes 
(MSW)  creates  many problems for the human health and the surrounding environment. The 
Greater Chennai Corporation is looking for solutions to the waste threat. The Greater Chennai 
Corporation make use of various process to recover 50% of the waste generated in the Chennai 
City. The Greater Chennai Corporation recycles the generated dry waste, these dry waste are 
further used as raw materials. The material consumption is increasing every day this is because of
the increased consumerism and high purchasing aspirations among the people, increased
population, rapid development and urbanization are the main cause for the consumption increase. 
Economic growth and industrial development always have an impact on usage of the natural 
resources and environment of the country. The world is moving towards a Circular Economy 
concept. The Circular economic model contributes to the use of materials in the economy, mainly 
concentrating on 5R - Reducing, Reusing, Recycling, Restoration and Renovation - principles, as 
long as possible. The Greater Chennai Corporation has started taking all the positive strategies for 
implementation of the Circular Economy concept in Municipal Solid Waste Management.
Keywords: Solid Waste Management, Bio-Methanation Plant, Circular Economy, Dumpsite, 
MRF, RRC, E-waste, Bio-Medical Waste, Chennai

Introduction
Waste management has evolved dramatically in recent times in the critical services market. Waste 
management is required to reduce the human and environmental effects of waste. The world 
produces 2.01 billion tonnes of urban solid waste per year, of which 33% of the waste is not 
managed in an environmentally safe manner. It is also expected that by 2030 the generation of 
Municipal Solid Waste (MSW) in the world, will reach 3.0 billion tonnes. The urbanization is the 
main problem in the developing countries. “This steady rise in municipal solid waste generation is 
motivated by population growth, increased Gross Domestic Product, and urbanization.” The 
developing countries like India, urbanization arises mainly from migration of people from rural to 
urban areas. This creates problems such as the rapid population in urban areas and infrastructure 
deficit due to lack of a fund to provide important services to the growing number of inhabitants.
Developing countries produces 0.54 kilograms per capita of waste per day on average, and this rate 
is expected to grow by about 1.5% annually. This increase in per capita waste generation is also 
influenced by the country's lack of strict laws and policies in management of solid waste. 
The Greater Chennai Corporation is responsible to provide the essential service of Solid Waste 
Management (SWM). Improper waste disposal has had an adverse impact on the environmental, 
health and economies of the government. The Chennai city affected by extreme pollution and 
health-related issues due to inadequate management of solid waste.  Therefore, the Greater Chennai 
Corporation is in a position to follow and encourage any component of the sustainable hierarchy 
to ensure the safe disposal and management of municipal solid waste. 
The Circular Economy concept is the recent trend in the management of waste. According to this 
concept the material is used to its fullest extend without being wasted which includes principles 
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